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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

At Mental Health Colorado, we advocate each legislative
session for state policies that will promote healthier minds
across the lifespan for all Coloradans. We do this work in
recognition that Colorado for years has lagged behind
when it comes to protecting the most vulnerable members
of our communities and ensuring everyone in our state has
the resources and support they need to get high-quality
mental health and substance use care.

Each year, with the help of our allies in Colorado’s
legislature and our statewide Brain Wave network of
grassroots advocates, we chip away at systemic barriers
that stand in the way of our well-being. Not only do we
work to improve access to care, but we move policy
forward to raise our standard of care to ensure care is high-
quality, compassionate, and meets the unique needs of
each Coloradan, no matter who they are or where they live.

During the 2024 legislative session, we passed key
legislation to promote the health and well-being of our
communities. That includes bipartisan policies to
disentangle mental health from criminal justice, expand
access to health services for people on Medicaid, and
improve care for people with eating disorders. This year, 69
lawmakers received perfect scores on our legislative
scorecard. Thanks to this demonstrated commitment from
our elected officials, we’re hopeful for a future where each
Coloradan has the chance at a happy, healthy life.

While there is still much more work to be done to address
the serious mental health crisis in our state, we'’re proud of
the progress we’ve made this year and look forward to
continuing this work to prioritize mental health in Colorado.

VINGENT ATGHITY

PRESIDENT & CEO
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times Mental Health Colorado staff testified I &
in committee \

times Brain Wave advocates testified in
committee

advocates attended Legislative ‘
Education & Advocacy Day at the 1\
Capitol \

advocates participated in the
Suicide Prevention Advocacy Day

emails sent to legislators advocating
for our agenda bills

media stories about our agenda bills

JOIN THE BRAIN WAVE

The Brain Wave is Mental Health Colorado’s
statewide network of advocates. Nearly 2,000 Brain
Wave members across the state help illustrate the
barriers to care that Coloradans face by sharing
lived experience with lawmakers, the media, and
community partners. As a Brain Wave member, your
voice shapes public policy and public opinion.
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JOIN THE BRAIN WRVE


https://www.mentalhealthcolorado.org/jointhewave/

We develop brains and behaviors at a

STnouﬁ STnn'I' rapid pace, not fully maturing until as
late as our mid-20s. Preventative care

Fon nll cH“.nnE“ and healthy learning environments are
central to ensuring healthy minds and

bright futures.

$B824-001: CONTINUE YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES PROGRAM
SENATORS DAFNA MICHAELSON JENET AND LISA CUTTER AND REPRESENTATIVES
KYLE BROWN AND MANNY RUTINEL

This bill makes the "I Matter” program, which was established in 2021 to provide Colorado
youth with up to six free therapy sessions, permanent. Additionally, this bill requires data
collection on the program's efficacy.

HB24-1038: HIGH ACUITY CRISIS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

REPRESENTATIVES MARY YOUNG AND BRANDI BRADLEY AND SENATORS BARBARA
KIRKMEYER AND RHONDA FIELDS

This bill requires the Department of Health Care Policy & Financing, the Behavioral Health
Administration, and the Department of Human Services to develop a system of care for
children and youth with complex behavioral health needs. This bill also creates the residential
child care provider training academy, a system to establish and monitor quality standards for
residential child care providers and increase reimbursement rates for qualified residential
treatment programs.

HB24-1136: HEALTHIER SOCIAL MEDIR USE BY YOUTH
REPRESENTATIVES JUDY AMABILE AND ROSE PUGLIESE AND SENATORS LISA CUTTER
AND JIM SMALLWOOD

This bill requires the Department of Education to create and maintain a resource bank of
materials on the health impacts of social media use on youth. It also requires social media
platforms to display a pop-up notification to youth after spending an hour on social media or
being on the platforms between 10 PM - 6 AM.

HB24-1285: STUDENT WEIGHT-BASED BULLYING PREVENTION
REPRESENTATIVE ELIZA HAMRICK AND SENATORS JANICE MARCHMAN AND
BOB GARDNER

This bill adds bullying based on weight, height, or body size to the list of prohibited bullying
behaviors, subject to school district and charter school discipline policies and reporting
requirements.



SUPPORT
FOR
FAMILIES -

Strong, healthy families are vitally important to strong, healthy individuals.
Education, childcare, stable housing, meaningful employment, and access to
health care are all essential to family well-being.

HB24-1217: SHARING OF PATIENT HEALTH CARE INFORMATION ~ AGENDA BILL
REPRESENTATIVES JUDY AMABILE AND NAQUETTA RICKS AND SENATOR KYLE
MULLICA

This bill clarifies what is allowable within federal privacy laws, such as HIPAA, for family
members and caregivers to communicate with treating providers. This bill creates a "friends
and family input form" and establishes a working group to discuss the feasibility of a
centralized digital consent repository.



SUPPORT FOR FAMILEES (CONTINUED)

HB24-1223: IMPROVED ACGESS TO THE CHILD GARE ASSISTANGE PROGRAM

REPRESENTATIVES JENNY WILLFORD AND LORENA GARCIA AND SENATORS LISA
CUTTER AND DAFNA MICHAELSON JENET

The bill overhauls the Colorado Child Care Assistance Program (CCCAP) by streamlining and
simplifying the application process by requiring only necessary information to determine
eligibility. This bill updates the provider reimbursement model to be based on enrollment
instead of attendance, strengthens pathways for home-based childcare centers to become
licensed providers, includes substance use disorder treatment programs as an eligible activity,
and requires the Department of Early Childhood Education to conduct a feasibility study of de-
linking eligibility for the federal child and adult care food program from CCCAP.

HB24-1311: FAMILY AFFORDABILITY TAX GREDIT

REPRESENTATIVES CHRIS DEGRUY KENNEDY AND JENNY WILLFORD AND SENATORS
FAITH WINTER AND JAMES COLEMAN

This bill creates a permanent new family tax credit. It expands the incomes that can receive
the credit to $85,000 for single filers and $95,000 for joint filers and extends the age eligibility
for kids so that families with kids between the ages of 6 and 16 can receive the credit.

HB24-1459: BIRTH EQUITY

REPRESENTATIVES LESLIE HEROD AND LORENA GARCIA AND SENATORS JANET
BUCKNER AND JULIE GONZALES

This bill requires jail staff, the Department of Corrections, or a private contract prison to
comply with current law regarding the use of restraints on individuals who are in custody and
experiencing labor, delivery, or postpartum recovery. This bill also requires correctional
facilities and private contract prisons to develop policies, including a system to store human
milk. It requires each healthcare facility that provides labor and delivery services to establish a
policy creating a process for a facility to receive individuals from locations other than a
licensed facility.

$B824-1735: IMPROVING PERINATAL HEALTH OUTCOMES

SENATORS RHONDA FIELDS AND JANET BUCKNER AND REPRESENTATIVES BARBARA
MCLACHLAN AND IMAN JODEH

This bill requires health benefit plans to provide coverage for doula services in the same scope
and duration as Medicaid's request for federal authorization for coverage, authorizes the
Colorado Perinatal Care Quality Collaborative to track the implementation of the Colorado
Maternal Mortality Review Committee's recommendations concerning disparities, requires
hospitals to submit specified data on disparities in perinatal health care and outcomes, and
requires the medical services board to create rules on the coverage for over-the-counter
choline supplements.



NGCESS T0 A
HOUSING, HEALTH _
CARE, SUPPORTS,
AND SERVICES

Having a place to call home is essential to good mental health across the
lifespan. Access to health care, supports and services prolongs life and
enhances mental health outcomes.

HB24-1066: PREVENT WORKPLAGE VIOLENGE IN HEALTH GARE SETTINGS ~ AGENDA BILL
REPRESENTATIVES ELIZA HAMRICK AND LORENA GARCIA AND SENATORS DAFNA
MICHAELSON JENET AND JULIE GONZALES

This bill would have required facilities to create workplace violence prevention committees that
are required to review incidents of workplace violence in the facility quarterly and are
responsible for creating a workplace violence prevention plan based on the most up-to-date
data on how and why violence is occurring in their facility by unit. Facilities would have created
workplace violence prevention plans, required training, a system for responding to and
investigating incidents, required post-incident services to workers, and established and
streamlined an incident reporting process.

This bill died in the House Appropriations Committee.

SB24-117 EATING DISORDER TREATMENT & RECOVERY PROGRAMS ~ AGENDA BILL
SENATORS LISA CUTTER AND FAITH WINTER AND REPRESENTATIVE CHRIS DEGRUY
KENNEDY

This bill requires the Behavioral Health Administration to regulate all eating disorder facilities to
ensure individuals are receiving trauma-informed care. It also stipulates the regulation of
involuntary feeding tubes and isolation and provides programmatic oversight around cultural
competency, dietary needs, and privacy.



HB24-1322: MEDICAID COVERAGE HOUSING & NUTRITION SERVICES
REPRESENTATIVES KYLE BROWN AND SHANNON BIRD AND SENATORS BARBARA
KIRKMEYER AND ROBERT RODRIGUEZ

This bill directs the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing to explore the feasibility of
seeking federal authorization to provide nutrition, housing, and tenant supportive services that
address Medicaid members' health-related social needs.

$B824-053: AGRIGULTURAL & RURAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH GARE

SENATORS JANET MARCHMAN AND PERRY WILL AND REPRESENTATIVES MEGAN
LUKENS AND ANTHONY HARTSOOK

This bill creates the agricultural and rural community behavioral health program within the
Behavioral Health Administration. This program shall engage with community outreach on the
behavioral health of farmers, ranchers, and other individuals involved in agriculture and rural
communities; the bill creates a working group to discuss access to care in these communities
and funding to support a convening of an annual summit focusing on these issues. It adds a
reporting requirement between the Department of Agriculture and the BHA in sharing data in
administering this program.

1115 WAIVER: INSTITUTES FOR MENTAL DISEASE (IMD) EXCLUSION WRIVER FUNDING
REQUEST

While not a bill, Mental Health Colorado fought for a budget request to ensure Medicaid
patients are covered for inpatient mental health care for at least 30 days. Before these efforts,
Coloradans on Medicaid were only covered for 15 days of inpatient care, which has resulted in
individuals being prematurely discharged before receiving the necessary care. With the Joint
Budget Committee's recommendation, the Department of Health Care Policy & Financing
(Colorado's agency that administers Medicaid) could amend the existing waiver to include
reimbursement for extended coverage for up to 30 days. This removes a critical cost barrier
for some of the most vulnerable Coloradans to get the longer-term mental health care they
need to stabilize.



nEnucE PoTE“Tlnl Drugs and alcohol have been a part
of our landscape throughout history.
HnnM FHUM nnuas From childhood onward, we thrive if
we can reap their benefits while
n“n ALGOHol reducing their potential for great
harm.

HB24-1003: OPIATE ANTAGONISTS AND DETEGTION PRODUCTS IN SCHOOLS

REPRESENTATIVES BARBARA MCLACHLAN AND MARY YOUNG AND SENATORS CLEAVE
SIMPSON AND DAFNA MICHAELSON JENET

This bill allows the adoption of a policy for maintaining a supply of opiate antagonists like
Narcan on school buses. It extends existing civil and criminal immunity to school bus operators
and other employees present on buses if they furnish or administer an opiate antagonist in
good faith. Additionally, this bill allows an adopted policy to enable an employee to provide an
opiate antagonist to any individual, including a trained student.

HB24-1028: OVERDOSE PREVENTION CENTERS @IS { TN TTTTI{IAM

REPRESENTATIVE ELISABETH EPPS AND SENATOR KEVIN PRIOLA

T

The bill specified that the governing body of a municipality, which includes a city, town, and
city and county, may authorize the operation of an overdose prevention center within the
municipality's boundaries to save the lives of persons at risk of preventable overdoses.

HB24-1037: SUBSTANGE USE DISORDERS HRRM REDUCTION

REPRESENTATIVES ELISABETH EPPS AND CHRIS DEGRUY KENNEDY AND SENATOR
KEVIN PRIOLA

This bill was a part of the Opioid and Other Substance Use Disorders Study Committee and
includes sections to ensure individuals seeking care who may have substances or
paraphernalia are not arrested, adds immunity protections for people who distribute opioid
antagonists, and authorizes a clean syringe exchange program to provide drug testing services
through the program.

HB24-1045: TREATMENT FOR SUBSTANGE USE DISORDERS

REPRESENTATIVES RYAN ARMAGOST AND CHRIS DEGRUY KENNEDY AND SENATORS
KYLE MULLICA AND PERRY WILL

This bill came from the Opioid and Other Substance Use Disorders Interim Study Committee
and includes provisions to direct the Department of Health Care Policy & Financing (HCPF) to
seek a waiver to provide screening, medications, and care coordination services up to ninety
days prior to release from jail, prison, or a juvenile facility), requires HCPF to seek a federal
waiver to provide partial hospitalization for substance use disorder treatment, and requires the
Behavioral Health Administration to collect data from withdrawal management facilities. It
supports providers that want to become a behavioral health safety net provider, and creates a
contingency management grant program.



As many of those working in law
enforcement understand more
clearly than most, the criminal
justice system is often our first
and only—and completely
inappropriate, ineffective, and
costly—response to people's
need for mental health and
substance use care. Building

Ly > ) healthcare capacity and
DEGHIMINALI supportive housing so that we
‘ can disentangle mental health
ME“T"I- HEAI-TH and criminal justice will improve
cn“nll.ln“s health outcomes, save taxpayer

dollars, and enhance community
HB24-1355: MEASURES TO REDUCE THE GOMPETENGY WRITLIST ~ AGENDA BILL

well-being.
REPRESENTATIVES JAVIER MABREY AND JUDY AMABILE

HB24-1355 creates a community-based diversion program that supports the mental and social
well-being of eligible individuals on the competency waitlist. It includes wraparound
programming with high-touch case management, individualized support with recovery services
and housing assistance, and support by Bridges of Colorado, subject to District Attorney
approval and voluntary participation.

HB24-1054: JRIL STANDARDS COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS
REPRESENTATIVES JUDY AMABILE AND LORENA GARCIA AND SENATORS RHONDA
FIELDS AND JAMES COLEMAN

This bill comes from the Legislative Oversight Committee Concerning Jail Standards, which
extends the committee and requires each county jail to comply with the standards adopted by
the committee beginning July 1, 2026. The bill creates a jail standards advisory committee to
use peer assessors to ensure compliance with standards, provide recommendations for
revising standards, and increase compliance. The bill also requires the attorney general to
conduct assessments of jails and shall prepare a report of any special assessment. The
advisory committee must also submit an annual report to the oversight committee.

HB24-1103: PROHIBITING TERM EXCITED DELIRIUM

REPRESENTATIVES JUDY AMABILE AND LESLIE HEROD AND SENATORS JUIE GONZALES

This bill prohibits training for law enforcement, emergency medical services providers, or other
first responders from including "excited delirium" in training materials, bars peace offers from
using this term to describe a person in an incident report, and bans the term as a cause of
death on a death certificate.



END DISGRIMINATION

Mental health—like physical health—is

part of who we are. We need to be
increasingly understanding and
compassionate with ourselves and
others.

HB24-1079: PERSONS DETAINED IN JAIL ON EMERGENCY COMMITMENT
REPRESENTATIVES JUDY AMABILE AND REGINA ENGLISH AND SENATOR
RHONDA FIELDS

This bill prohibits a law enforcement officer or emergency service patrol officer who takes a
juvenile into protective custody from detaining the juvenile in jail. It also requires each local law
enforcement agency that has taken a person into protective custody to provide an annual
report to the Behavioral Health Administration that includes disaggregated and nonidentifying
information concerning persons who were taken into protective custody in an approved
treatment facility or detained in an emergency medical facility or jail.

HB24-1342: TEST AGCOMMODATIONS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

REPRESENTATIVES MATT SOPER AND JENNIFER BACON

This bill requires a testing entity to grant an individual's request for accommodation on a
licensing exam. This bill expands the definition of "testing accommodation" to be more
inclusive, outlines what is required for an entity to grant an individual's request for an
accommodation, and allows individuals to bring a civil action, which the attorney general may
investigate.

$B824-048: SUBSTANGE USE DISORDERS RECOVERY

SENATORS KEVIN PRIOLA AND REPRESENTATIVES CHRIS DEGRUY KENNEDY AND MIKE
LYNCH

This bill implements a voluntary designation process for recovery-friendly workplaces, creates
a recovery school grant program in the Department of Education, allows a recovery community
organization to receive grants through the recovery support services grant program for many
pathways for recovery, and requires the Colorado Liquor Enforcement Division to adopt rules
related to the location of alcohol beverages displays.



WELLNESS IN NGING

From childhood to old age, the quality of our lives
depends on our mental health. Every phase of life
brings challenges and opportunities for continuing
mental growth and development.
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HB2lI 1052: SENIOR HIIIISIIIG INCOME TAX CREDIT

REPRESENTATIVES MIKE WEISSMAN AND BOB MARSHALL AND SENATORS CHRIS
KOLKER AND CHRIS HANSEN

This bill reinstates a refundable income tax credit for qualifying seniors, especially those who
rent their homes, with incomes under $75,000, who have not claimed a homestead property
tax exemption. The amount of the credit depends on income and taxpayer filing status.

5B24-167- TRAINING FOR ENTRY-LEVEL HH\I.TH GARE WORKERS
SENATORS JOANN GINAL AND JIM SMALLWOOD AND REPRESENTATIVE
KAREN MCCORMICK

The bill authorizes the Department of Public Health and Environment to require each operator
of an assisted living residence to require direct-care workers who provide direct-care services
to residents of an assisted living residence to take a tuberculosis test and undergo a fitting test
for a mask. This bill also requires each operation to require direct-care workers to complete
training to provide specific services to residences.



LEGISLATION
WE OPPOSED

This year, Mental Health
Colorado continued to defend
against policies that entangle
people who have unmet mental
health needs and substance
use conditions within the a
criminal and juvenile justice —Seumds,  \Welcome!
systems. We will continue to Al T :'am will begin soon
Ny
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oppose policies that criminalize W, Bt
mental health and substance & &l s
use conditions because our %@ -
friends, family, and neighbors '
deserve #CareNotCuffs.
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HB24-1126: SUBSTANGE USE DISORDER TREATMENT AS BOND CONDITION «@L:1/*81/353:1(3"

This bill would have allowed courts to order treatment for a substance use condition as a
condition of bond if a substance use disorder has contributed to the underlying offense.

HB24-1127: TRUTH IN SENTENCING PAROLE VIOLENT OFFENSES <@L:1/"8!/354.1(3!

This bill would have required individuals sentenced for certain crimes to serve at least 85% to
100% of the imposed sentence before the individuals would be eligible for parole.

HB24-1306: INCREASE PENALTY POSSESSION OF SYNTHETIC OPIATES <@:1["8/354.1(3!

This bill would have increased penalties for possessing any quantities of synthetic opioids by
eliminating the "knowingly" provision which protects defendants from more serious charges
when they can establish that they were unaware of the nature of the substance in their
possession. This bill would have criminalized many people who use substances.
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TAKE ACTION

GONNECT ON SOGIAL MEDIA

X @G0_MentalHealth ﬁ /mentalhealthCo
@mentalhealthcolorado

JOIN THE BRAIN WAVE


https://www.mentalhealthcolorado.org/donate/
https://www.mentalhealthcolorado.org/volunteer/
https://www.facebook.com/mentalhealthCO
https://x.com/CO_MentalHealth
https://www.instagram.com/mentalhealthcolorado/
https://www.mentalhealthcolorado.org/jointhewave/

